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(57) ABSTRACT

A method, a computer program and a computer program
product for operating a vehicle, which includes as a drive
device a least one electric motor, that is associated with at
least one electric store, wherein the electric store is charged
by an external energy source when the vehicle is at rest.
During the charging process, at least initially at least one
testing device of the vehicle is activated for monitoring the
charging process as well as the rest state of the vehicle, and
only when an error state is detected by the testing device at
least one safety device of the vehicle is activated.

14 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR OPERATING A
VEHICLE, COMPUTER PROGRAM, AND
COMPUTER PROGRAM PRODUCT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method and a device for
operating a vehicle, which comprises as a drive device at least
one electric motor that is associated with at least one electric
store, the electric store being charged by an external energy
source when the vehicle is at rest. The present invention also
relates to a computer program as well as a computer program
product.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Methods and devices of the above named type are known
from the related art. The use of high voltage and currents in
vehicles that have an electric motor as drive device, especially
so-called electric vehicles, encompassing only one or more
electric motors as drive devices, increases the risk for the user
and operator of the vehicle. Especially the charging process is
a hazard. Due to unsafe conditions during the charging pro-
cess of the vehicle using an external energy source, for
example at a charging station, a critical situation may arise for
example if the vehicle rolls away or the charging process is
faulty. The likelihood of errors rises with increasing charging
time.

In order to avoid or control such critical situations, current
approaches provide for all control units to be operated in fully
active mode during the charging process, in order to capture
any error conditions and to maintain the vehicle in a safe
condition. This has the disadvantage of high energy consump-
tion required for the fully active control units as well as the
greatly increased demands on the life of control units and
components, which are now operated and therefore strained
also during the charging process. Overall, this increases costs,
especially maintenance costs, as well as the environmental
pollution caused by the vehicle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has the advantage of increasing the
life of the vehicle system components and reducing the over-
all energy consumption. The method according to the inven-
tionis characterized by the features of claim 1 wherein at least
initially only at least one testing device of the vehicle is
activated to monitor the charging process as well as the rest
state of the vehicle, and wherein only when an error state is
detected by the testing device at least one safety device of the
vehicle is activated. The present invention thus provides for
the activation of only those testing devices that monitor the
charging process as well as the stationary state of the vehicle,
instead of, as is currently the case, activating all control units
or testing and safety devices of the vehicle.

For this purpose one or more testing devices may be uti-
lized. As testing devices sensors may be provided, of which
one for example monitors the flow of current during the
charging process and another monitors the rotational speed of
wheels ofthe vehicle. The sensors may be associated with one
or more testing devices. Only when one of the sensors detects
a deviation from the desired condition, that is, an error state,
are one or more of the devices that serve to safeguard the
vehicle, so-called safety devices, activated. Depending on the
error state it may be sufficient to activate only one safety
device. Multiple safety devices of the vehicle may be acti-
vated in case an error state is detected by one or more of the
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testing devices. Thus during the charging process, at least in
a normal state, only the at least one testing device of the
vehicle is active and draws energy from the system or the
electric store. Only when an improper charging process is
detected or when the vehicle is not at rest, but for example is
in the process of rolling away from the charging station, are
the safety devices activated in order to perform the safety
measures.

When an error state is detected during monitoring the sta-
tionary state of the vehicle, at least one brake device of the
vehicle may be activated as safety device. For example, this
could be the control unit of the vehicle’s braking system,
which initiates a braking process when an error state is
detected, in order in particular to bring the vehicle to a stand-
still as quickly as possible. This ensures that the vehicle does
not roll away from a charging station during the charging
process.

At least one charging process interruption device may be
activated as safety device to interrupt the charging process
when an error state is detected during monitoring of the
charging process. The charging process interruption device
may be an operable switch that disconnects the electric con-
nection between the energy source and the electric store.
Advantageously the method is not terminated after the charg-
ing process is interrupted, but is rather continued at least until
it is ensured that there no longer exists a dangerous situation
and that especially the external energy source was separated
from the vehicle or the electric store, for example by unplug-
ging or disconnecting the respective plug connection. Persons
in and/or at the vehicle are protected especially from electric
shock by the interruption of the charging process.

In the event that an error state is detected while monitoring
the charging process, one advantageous development of the
present invention provides for the activation of an informa-
tion device as a safety device for indicating the detected error
state especially to the driver of the vehicle, the operator of the
external energy source and/or to the surroundings of the
vehicle. The information device may be a visual or audible
indicator that warns the driver, the operator of the energy
source or any persons in the vicinity of the vehicle about the
error state. Thus for example third parties may be warned not
to touch the vehicle. The driver of the vehicle and the operator
of the charging station or external energy source may be
informed about the condition the detected error state, in par-
ticular by telecommunication.

Furthermore a documentation device may be provided that
is activated as a safety device to record/document the error
state when an error state is detected during monitoring of a
charging process. This makes it possible to read out and
analyze the error state later during diagnostics, for example
during vehicle maintenance.

When detecting an error state while monitoring the charg-
ing process, at least one restriction device may be activated as
a safety device to restrict driving functions of the vehicle,
particularly as a function of the detected error state. For
example, when an error state is detected, the restriction device
disables the driving function of the vehicle, therefore not
permitting the driver to continue driving the vehicle. This
ensures the safety of'the driver in case of an especially serious
error state during the charging process, for example in case a
short circuit in the vehicle system is detected.

The various safety devices described above may be acti-
vated additionally or alternatively to each other when an error
state is detected. Which safety device is activated may depend
on which safety devices the vehicle is equipped with and on
the type of error state, which may require different safety
measures. Particularly, at least the braking device as well as
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the charging process interruption device may be activated
with each detected error state to ensure the safety of the driver
of'the vehicle as well as the operator of the charging station.

The device according to the present invention has the fea-
tures described herein and is characterized by a specially
prepared control unit encompassing arrangement for imple-
menting the method described above.

The specially prepared control unit expediently includes at
least one computer processor, which implements the method
and operates the testing devices and safety devices accord-
ingly.

A braking device, a charging process interruption device,
an information device, a documentation device and/or a
restriction device may be provided as the safety device of the
vehicle. The functions of the various devices have already
been explained above. As also described above, the device
also includes at least one testing device comprising at least
one or more sensors for monitoring the charging process as
well as the stationary state of the vehicle. The at least one
sensor for monitoring the stationary state of the vehicle may
also be an optical sensor, which for example detects the road
surface and detects a relative movement of the vehicle in
relation to the road surface. Alternatively the sensor may be
an rotational speed sensor, detecting the speed of rotation of
at least one of the wheels of the vehicle.

The computer program according to the present invention
performs all of the steps of the above method, if the program
is running on a computer.

The computer program product according to the present
invention having a program code stored to a machine-read-
able carrier carries out the method according to the present
invention if the program is running on a computer.

The present invention is described below in greater detail
with reference to the drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The FIGURE shows a vehicle at a charging station in a
simplified illustration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The FIGURE shows in a simplified illustration a vehicle 1,
which is located at a charging station 2, forming an external
energy source 3. Vehicle 1 has an electric motor 4 as drive
device, which is mechanically connected with the driven
wheels 5 of vehicle 1. An electric store 6 is associated with
electric motor 4 to supply the electric motor with electrical
energy. Electric store 6 has a corresponding connection
socket 7, which is accessible from the outside and serves to
connect with external energy source 3. Charging station 2
expediently has connector plug 8 for this purpose, which may
be plugged into connection socket 7 in order to charge electric
store 6.

In order to ensure the safety of persons in and/or at the
vehicle or at the charging station during the charging process,
vehicle 1 furthermore has a specially prepared control unit 9.
Control unit 9 is connected to energy store 6 and optionally
also to connection socket 7 in order to monitor the charging
process and if necessary recognize or detect possibly occur-
ring error states. For this purpose, control unit 9 is connected
to a testing device 10, which has an associated electric store 6
and monitors the charge state using one or more sensors for
example.

Control unit 9 is furthermore connected to multiple safety
devices 11,12,13 and 14. In the present case, safety device 11
is a braking device 15, which may activate both brakes
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assigned to driven wheels 5 as well as brakes associated with
non-driven wheels 16 as required.

Safety device 12 is a charging process interruption device
17, which is connected between connection socket 7 and
electric store 6 and interrupts the electrical connection
between electric store 6 and connection socket 7 if necessary.
For this purpose, charging process interruption device 17 has
at least one switch that may be activated by control unit 9 in
particular.

Safety device 13 in the present case is an information
device 18, which provides visual and/or audible information
to the driver of vehicle 1, the operator of the charging station
2 and/or other persons in the vicinity of vehicle 1 about the
charging process in particular. For example, information
device 18 may be connected with a display on the vehicle’s
instrument board and/or an inwardly or outwardly directed
speaker of vehicle 1.

Safety device 14 is configured as documentation device 19
and serves to store information about the charging process, as
described in greater detail below.

Control unit 9 includes at least one processor (chip) for
controlling the various devices of vehicle 1, in order to ensure
the safety of the driver, of the operator of the charging station
as well as other persons present in the vicinity during the
charging process. Control unit 9 or its processor controls the
devices as follows:

First the occurrence of a charging process is detected. For
this purpose, vehicle 1 must be stationary to prevent connec-
tor plug 8 from detaching from connection socket 7 or to
prevent the occurrence of critical tensions in the connecting
cable. To this end, control unit 9 checks whether vehicle 1 is
at rest. An additional testing device 20 is provided for this
purpose, including in particular one sensor that detects the
movement of one of wheels 16. If it is ascertained that the
vehicle is not stationary, for example because wheel 16 is
moving, testing device 20 signals an error state to control unit
9. In this case control unit 9 controls safety device 11 or
braking device 15 in such a manner that the brake of at least
one of wheels 5 and/or 16, the brakes of all wheels 5, 16 may
be activated in order to bring vehicle 1 to a standstill as
quickly as possible.

In addition or alternatively, control unit 9 receives infor-
mation from testing device 10, which monitors the charging
process. If testing device 10 determines that the charging
process is faulty, for example because the charging currents
are too high, it indicates an error state to control unit9. Then
control unit 9 controls safety device 12 so as to activate the
switch of charging process interruption device 17, in order to
interrupt the electrical connection between electric store 6
and external energy source 3 such that the charging process is
terminated at least for the time being. At the same time,
control unit 9 controls safety device 13 so as to inform at least
the driver visually and/or audibly regarding the error state and
if applicable about the interrupted charging process. At the
same time, information device 18 may warn persons in the
vicinity visually or audibly not to touch the vehicle.

Control unit 9 furthermore controls safety unit 14 in order
to document or store the error state that has occurred so that
the error state may be read out and analyzed in a later error
analysis or routine check of vehicle 1.

Thus initially during a charging process only testing
devices 20 and 10 are activated, while the remaining devices,
especially safety devices 11 to 14, and the remaining system
components of vehicle 1, which are not shown here in greater
detail, remain deactivated. Only if an error state has been
detected by one of testing devices 10 or 20 are additional
safety devices 11 to 14 activated, as described above. In this
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instance, it is not necessary that all safety devices are acti-
vated. Rather, depending on the error state that has occurred,
it is conceivable for example that only safety device 11 or
safety device 12 is activated to protect the persons in the
vicinity. Safety devices 11 and 12 are primary safety devices,
while safety devices 13 and 14 may be more accurately
described as secondary safety devices, since they do not
directly ensure the safety of the persons.

Of course, the present invention is not limited to the safety
devices 11 to 14 described above. Rather, a restriction device
may also be provided, which in event of an error state is
controlled by control unit 9 in such a manner that the driving
functions of vehicle 1 are restricted. In this manner, for
example, the driving operation of vehicle 1 is disabled after an
error state is detected. It is also conceivable that information
device 18 includes a telecommunication arrangement, mak-
ing it possible to inform the driver or the operator of the
charging station, even if they are not in the vicinity of the
vehicle. For example, a short message (SMS) could conceiv-
ably be sent to the driver and/or the operator of charging
station 2 when an error state occurs.

Overall, the present invention has the advantage that not all
components of vehicle 1 are in operation and thus consuming
energy during the charging process. Rather, components nec-
essary to safeguard the driver or other persons, especially
safety devices 11 to 14, are only activated or woken up when
an error state occurs during the charging process. As a result
the life of the individual components is extended overall and
the consumption of energy is reduced. Only control unit 9 as
well as testing devices 10 and 20 are constantly active during
the charging process.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a vehicle, which has at least one
electric motor, as a drive device, that is associated with at least
one electric store, the method comprising:

charging the electric store by an external energy source

when the vehicle is at rest;

during the charging process, at least initially, activating

only one testing device, located in the vehicle, to moni-
tor the charging process and the stationary state of the
vehicle; and

only once an error state is detected by a testing device,

activating at least one safety unit of the vehicle.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one braking
device of the vehicle is activated as a safety device when an
error state is detected during monitoring of the stationary
state of the vehicle.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one charging
process interruption device for interrupting the charging pro-
cess is activated as a safety device when an error state is
detected during monitoring of the charging process.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein an information unit is
activated as a safety device when an error state is detected
during monitoring of the charging process to indicate the
detected error state to at least one of the driver of the vehicle,
the operator of the external energy source, and the surround-
ings of the vehicle.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein a documentation device
is activated as a safety device when an error state is detected
during monitoring of the charging process to store/document
the error state.

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

6

6. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one restriction
device for restricting driving functions of the vehicle is acti-
vated as a safety device when an error state is detected during
monitoring the charging process, including as a function of
the detected error state.

7. A device for operating a vehicle, comprising:

at least one electric motor, as a drive device, which is
assigned an electric store, wherein the electric store is
chargeable by an external energy source; and

a control unit for performing the following:
charging the electric store by an external energy source

when the vehicle is at rest; during the charging pro-
cess, at least initially, activating only one testing
device, located in the vehicle, to monitor the charging
process and the stationary state of the vehicle; and
only once an error state is detected by a testing device,
activating at least one safety unit of the vehicle.

8. The device of claim 7, wherein at least one of a braking
device, a charging process interruption device, an informa-
tion device, a documentation device, and a restriction device
is provided as a safety device.

9. A computer readable medium having a computer pro-
gram, which is executable by a processor, comprising:

a program code arrangement having program code for
operating a vehicle, which has at least one electric
motor, as a drive device, that is associated with at least
one electric store, by performing the following:

charging the electric store by an external energy source
when the vehicle is at rest;

during the charging process, at least initially, activating
only one testing device, located in the vehicle, to moni-
tor the charging process and the stationary state of the
vehicle; and

only once an error state is detected by a testing device,
activating at least one safety unit of the vehicle.

10. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein at
least one braking device of the vehicle is activated as a safety
device when an error state is detected during monitoring of
the stationary state of the vehicle.

11. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein at
least one charging process interruption device for interrupting
the charging process is activated as a safety device when an
error state is detected during monitoring of the charging pro-
cess.

12. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein an
information unit is activated as a safety device when an error
state is detected during monitoring of the charging process to
indicate the detected error state to at least one of the driver of
the vehicle, the operator of the external energy source, and the
surroundings of the vehicle.

13. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein a
documentation device is activated as a safety device when an
error state is detected during monitoring of the charging pro-
cess to store/document the error state.

14. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein at
least one restriction device for restricting driving functions of
the vehicle is activated as a safety device when an error state
is detected during monitoring the charging process, including
as a function of the detected error state.
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